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741H Congress ) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES f Retort 

Ixt *Sf \mon ) (No 284 



CAPT RUSSELL WILLSON 




M *1 cii 4, 1 *>35 — Committed to tin Committee of the Whole House. and ordered 

to lie printt d 



Mi Si 4 Ub, from the Committee on Nnviil Affairs, submitted the 

follow mg 

REPORT 

[ to at comp m \ If K 5504] 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was icicired the bill 
(II K "■>(>4) foi the relief of C ipt Russell Willson, United States 
Nan, lia\mg consideied the same, icport it to the House with tho 
recommendation that it do piss 

Tin puipose of the pioposeil legislation is to give Capt Russell 
Willson, l nited States Naw, SI j, 000 in full settlement for a certain 
lmentmn of his used m loniuitioii with the secret c omiminu ation 
fac lhtiis of the Naw 

The \ due to the Navi and to the Government of this miention 
cannot he measuied m doll us and c cuts Its v nine to the Govern- 
ment nun he judged h\ the fait that it was used during the World 
Wai m ill dispatches 1 m tween the Nnv Department and naval head- 
qu irters m 1-ondon, including those concerning movements of tnuis- 
poits, while its senc'cv piotected thousands of lives and millions of 
doll 1 1 s worth of propeiti 

Being .in aie of < ompnrativ c oils-' w ith w hu h c onfidcntiul and sec let 
messigc's were mteicepted and decoded hi unnuthou/ed persons, 
Captain Willson conceived and per f ected tliw in v cm t ion while on a 
tour o f sen duti in 10 1(» Foi Captain Willsin to h ive patented tins 
invention would line destroved its usefulu *ss m that it would then 
hav e been open to public mspi etion , msti ad, he gin e it to the Nnv v 

I he ellmencv of the deviee nnv he mine fullv appreciated fioin a 
stuement mute hefoie the committee dr ng the neirings on this 
hill which is quoted is follows 

lowniif the end of tie World War i dispitch from a diplomitic "pent in 
Cope nh ij,cn reported th it copies of ill cables win rtaclunp Berlin uid all vveri 
hemp deciphered iieept tl om in Jv »n cipher 

T'»is bill pi ov ides foi long-dehned e> mpens ition foi a device which 
duimg the Woilel Wii was the basis uf the Navj s si stem of secret ^ 
communications 
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2 CAPT RUSSELL WILLSON' 

The Navy Department favors tins proposed legislation as is indi- 
cated by tile letter of the Secretary of the Navy to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives which is hereby made a part of this 
report 
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Navy Department, 

T1 ashington, February 4> 1985 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

TT ashington, D C 

My Dear Mr Speaker There is transmitted herewith a draft of a proposed 
bill for the relief of Capt Russell Willson, United States Nav j The proposed 
legislation pro\ ides that the Secretarv of the Treasury is authorized and directed 
to pav Capt Russell Willson, United States Navv, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $15,000 m full settlement for a 
certain i’nv ention of his used in connection w ith the secret communication facilities 
of the Navy 

Captain Willson while sen mg at sea in 1916 conceded and designed this m- 
v ention relating to the secreev of naval communications, and developed it in 1917 
without suggestions, ideas, or help from anv other person at anj time He sub- 
mitted the invention to the Navv Department which accepted it in 1917 The 
invention has been used bv the Navv contmuouslv since that time For reasons 
of public policv , it has nev er been patented Captain W r illson has not in any w av , 
directlv or mdirectlv , receiv ed anv compensation for his wrork m producing this 
invention, nor for its use bv the Nav v during and since the war 

The sum of S15.000, which the Navv Department believes should be appro- 
priated, is modest m comparison with the value of the invention to the Govern- 
ment during the World War and during the 16 jeais thereafter that it haB been 
in continuous use 

The Nav j Department recommends that the proposed legislation be enacted 
Sincerelj jours, 

Claude A Swarsov 
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